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Please direct all queries to: Queries Committee 

Chairperson P.O. Box 5313, Helena, MT 

59604. Queries submitted by members to the 

FADED GENES for publication are free. Non-

member queries are charged $5.00. 

 

Direct all other correspondence to the Lewis 

& Clark County Genealogical Society, P.O. 

Box 5313, Helena, MT 59604. Please enclose 

a LSASE with the correspondence if you anticipate a 

response. 

 

This publication is indexed in the PERiodical 

Source Index published by the Allen Public County 

Library Foundation. c/o Allen County 

Public Library, P.O. Box 2270, Fort Wayne, 

IN. 

 

ADVERTISING RATES  
The advertising rate schedule for the FADED 

GENES is as follows: 

1/8 page 3 1/2òx 2 1/2ò  $5.00 

1/4 page 3 l/2òx 5ò  $9.00 

1/2 page 3 1/2ò x 10ò or 7òx5ò $16.00 

Full page 7òx 10ò   $30.00 

Please send appropriate copy to: Lewis & 

Clark County Genealogical Society, c/o editor, 

P.O. Box 5313. Helena, MT 59604. 

 

 

 

 

 
LIBRARIES  

 
Genealogy Library, Helena. Located in the Lewis 

and Clark Public Library on the upper level. 

Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 1:00-3:00 pm and 

7:00-9:00 pm, and Saturday 10:00-Noon.  Library 

is open to members whenever the Public Library 

is open.  

 

Family History Center, Helena.1610 East 6th 

Avenue.  Hours: Monday-Thursday 11:00 am to 

1:00 pm.  Entrance at the back of the LDS 

Church on west end toward the Capital.  

Telephone no. 406-443-0716 

 

Lewis & Clark Public Library, Helena, 

120 S. Last Chance Gulch. Hours: Monday- 

Thursday 10:00 am to 9:00 pm., Friday 10:00 am 

to 6:00 pm, Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, 

Sunday 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm (Hours subject to 

change). 

 

Montana Historical Society Research Center, 

Helena, 

Memorial Building, Roberts & 6th Avenue. 
Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Tuesday-Friday 

(except holidays). 

 

Montana State Library, Helena, 6th Avenue & 

Sanders. Hours: 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday- 

Friday (except holidays). 

 

 

Suggestions? 
We are always glad to hear from you! What materials 

do you want included in the newsletter? Do you have 

any family stories you wish to publish? Any and all 

suggestions and additions for this newsletter are 

appreciated. Send your suggestions to the Editor or 

any of the Officers. 

FADED GENES 
IS PUBLISHED FOUR 

TIMES A YEAR;  
MARCH, JUNE,  
SEPTEMBER &  

DECEMBER 
BY THE 

LEWIS & CLARK COUNTY                                                           

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY  
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  2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President Mary Pitch          443-3452 
Vice President Audrey Hinman          442-4794 
Treasurer Sandi Olsen          443-5743 
Secretary  
Board Member     Sandi Benson (18-20)  443-5243     
Board Member George Oliveira(17-19)443-3592 
Editor  Terry Atwood          443-4907 
Librarian Karen Huck          227-5155 
Past President Terry Atwood          443-4907 

 
 

  COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS  
Library Coordinator   Mary Pitch          443-3452 
Calling        Mary Pitch          443-3452 
Historian        
 

 

      COLLECTIONS ACCEPTED  
Any donated materials will be inventoried, 
cataloged, and an acknowledgment sent to the 
donor.  All collections are housed in the LCCGS 
Library and made available for public use. 
     The IRS has stated that the Society is a tax-
exempt organization within the Section 501(c)3 of 
the IR Code.  Consequently donation of funds, 
library books and other property made to the 
Society are deductible contributions for the 
purpose of filing Federal Income Tax returns. 
     If you have any materials that you would be 
willing to share please contact LCCGS President 
Mary Pitch at 443-3452, Librarian Karen Huck 
at 227-5155 or any officer listed above. 

 
MEMBERSHIP  

Membership Dues are:$16.00 per individual or 
$21.00 per family.  Dues are payable by February 1

st
 

of each year.  Payment of dues prior to the final 
quarterly newsletter will ensure you copies of all 
current year newsletters.  Organization subscription 
with no exchange is $10.00 per year.  The Society is 
willing to exchange newsletters with other societies. 
 

 

MEETINGS  
Society General meetings are generally held the 
second Wednesday of each month at Covenant United 
Methodist Church, 2330 E. Broadway at 7pm.  
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Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society 
email address: lccgen1@gmail.com 
 
You may contact any officer through this 
address or if you have any research needs for 
Helena and the local area. 
  
You may also see more information about our 
society at our NEW website: www.lccgsmt.org 
 
Follow us on FACEBOOK - Lewis & Clark 
County Genealogy Society 
 
Montana State Genealogical Society (MSGS) 
Website: montanamsgs.org 
 
MSGS Library Catalog: 
mymontanalibrary.com  
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President Message 
 
 

In the last issue of Faded Genes, I was carried away telling you of my ñGetting 
Organizedò. Well, another subject jumped into my mind as soon as I finished my tirade. 
 
The Internet has introduced us to SO many websites where we can access information, 
much of it free.  I finally started a notebook of sorts to list the many things Iôm trying to 
follow: 
 
Family Tree Maker 
Findagrave.com 
Familysearch.org 
Ancestry.com 
AncestryDNA 
23&meDNA 
Gedmatch.com 
Relativefinder.org 
Facebook genealogy sites 
 
ETC! ETC! ETC!  
 
My brain is exploding!! I canôt keep up with it all! And I know Iôm a true amateur when 
it comes to accessing websites SOéééééééééé. 
 
What favorite websites do you have?  Let me know and I will list them in the next 
Faded Genes. In the meantime, I hope Iôll see many of you at the state genealogy 
conference in Great Falls! 
 
Mary 
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Calendar of Events 

Future Programs of the LCCGS and other important dates to note.  Some of the programs are 
tentative so wait for the Calling Committee notification.  If you have an Email address, please give 
it to Mary Pitch and she will send you a meeting reminder electronically.  This should help in 
speeding up the calling process. 
 
Sep 12, 2018 - Tom Harlan - wills and probate  
 
Sep 20-22, 2018 - Montana State Genealogical Society conference - Great Falls 
 
Oct 10, 2018 - Pam Jackson - Montana Military Museum Library 
 
Nov 14, 2018 - Sandi Olsen - Hadrian's Wall   
 
Dec 12, 2018 - Show and tell - annual open house  
 
We need input from all members as to what kind of future events your society should be having for 
their monthly meetings.  Without your help, our Society cannot grow or continue to provide 
wonderful meetings. 

 

 

MT DEATH INDEX CD  - UPDATE-2008-2012 

  

The Montana State Genealogical Society has created a 3rd Montana State Death 
Index CD that covers deaths in the State from 2008 to 2012.  This update is available 
for a price of $10.  The 2nd CD for years 2003-2007 is still available for $10.   This 
will be a great addition to the original CD, which covers all the deaths reported to 
the State from the 1800s through 2002.   Most of the records give the person's age 
and the county where they died. The data is in Microsoft ACCESS format in 10 year 
searchable increments if you don't know exact information.  Included on the CD is a 
current list of Montana Counties, their numbers, and addresses.  There is a helpful 
"read-me" file that explains some of the intricacies of the database.  The original CD 
is still being offered for $20.00, which includes postage and handling.  Send your 
order to MSGS, PO Box 5313, Helena, MT  59604. 
 
 
 
The LCCGS library now has 3 computers that are connected to the Lewis & Clark 
County Public Library computer system which has access to Ancestry.com website 
with full access as a paid subscriber.  Also you can get to 
AccessNewspaperArchives.com which has recently dropped access from outside the 
library.  All members may use these computers any time the library is open and 
nonmembers may use with the help from our volunteer librarians during the hours 
our library is open.  All of our own databases are also available on these computers 
to help in researching local information. 
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Part X - The Life and Times of Clifford Walker - 1926-June 1927 
 

You may recall, In 1925 there were lots of changes taking place as Whitefield lost industry.  
The town survived major snow storms, extreme thaws, a solar eclipse and an earthquake.  
Hiramôs health deteriorated and what was perhaps a minor stroke precluded Hiram and Isa 
from undertaking another vacation to Montana.  Instead, Clifford and Carolyn came east that 
year.  
 

1926 appears to start out with a letter from Hiram dated December 4, 1926, when Hiram 
meant 1925.  In the December letter Hiram notes that the holiday spirit is good and discusses 
knives being sent for Christmas.  Isaôs additions to this letter clarify some of Hiramôs 
discussion of Christmas presents and she adds the information that Hiram is very feeble 
now, with the doctor commenting that Hiram may not live through the winter.   
In Clifford's 1926 letters (which we donôt have), Clifford seems to start out the year rather 
grouchy and Hiram contemplates asking Carolyn for an explanation.  Hiram notes that he 
and Marm think of Clifford as continually happy. He also encloses a clipping about the 1,556 
deer were killed in New Hampshire during hunting season. 
 

Hiram is heating with coal this winter and expects to have to purchase more at the end of the 
month.  Marm buys a half a barrel of flour. Eva is running most of Marmôs her errands 
because Marm hates to leave Hiram home alone as his memory fails.  Marm tells Clifford that 
Hiramôs bed is now in the parlor as he cannot climb the stairs any more. She admits to 
feeling occasionally blue in more than one letter.  Hiram says Marm is handling the furnace 
ñin a masterly way,ò and says he likely wonôt be going outside again til April. Marm attends a 
cobweb party with more than 100 other people.  It was described in the paper as untangling a 
cobweb woven in red, green and white. There were booby prizes, other games, and 
refreshments. 
 

Marm/Isa writes in March, commenting on the blizzard that Cliff & Carolyn faced.  In addition 
she noted that she is spending nights at Mary Aldrichôs house because Mary is so lonely.  
Although Hiram did make it through the winter, there are no further letters saved before 
Hiramôs passing in late fall -  November 26,1926, in Whitefield, Coos, New Hampshire. He 
was buried at Pine Street Cemetery after a funeral at the church.  It appears that Clifford and 
Carolyn did not make it back for the funeral. Isa writes them on December 6, 1926, noting 
that many good things were said about Hiram although she, being hard of hearing, could not 
hear them.   
 

An obituary, which I did not look for,  would likely have indicated he was born September 28, 
1850, in Dorchester, Boston/ Suffolk MA and that his spouse is Isador Clark Smith. His 
parents were Hiram Walker and Charlotte Barnes Whitney.  He was predeceased by his 
sister Helen Duncan (1918) and brother Randall F. (1922), and survived by brothers Frank 
W. and Alfred L. Walker. In addition to his wife Isa and son Clifford, survivors include many 
relations on both sides of the family.    
Enclosures to Clifford from Aunt Eva included a news clipping of the poem There Is No Death 
by Gordon Johnstone and Isa included a letter she received from Rev and Mrs. Boyd dated 
November 20 which speaks of Hiram and his character.  It states that ñThe sad news has 
reached us that dear brother Walker has gone to his reward. 
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ñThough words are inadequate at such a time, Still we wish you to know how truly and deeply 
we sympathize with you in your lonely grief.  Of course you will miss him sorely as he has 
been your constant companion all these years, and the last months having him such a care 
will make you miss him more than ever.  But there, dear, he has just gone on a little while 
before, and awaits you in the heavenly home, where there will be no more parting, and no 
more tears, and then we will be with our loved one forever, what a day of rejoicing it will be.  
And our Savior we will see face to face. 
ñWe have lately been sent to a new field of labor, where we will have a great work to do for 
our Master.  Pray for us, that God make up a blessing in this new field. 
ñMay God richly bless and comfort you, is the payer of your sincere friends, Rev. and Mrs. 
Boydò 
 

There is no further correspondence that was saved until Isa writes on April 16th, 1927.  It 
appears the prospect of selling the Whitefield house may be on the horizon. In May Isa is 
writing about how nice Easter was and about taking the train to Helena come the first of 
June. Orpha and Ev both have colds.  
 

Meanwhile, in Helena, Clifford will have a new boss, though it is unclear why.  From what Isa 
says, Cliffordôs job remains secure. In addition, C & C are moving to 708 Breckenridge.   Isa 
is very appreciative of the checks the send monthly. In May she sends Clifford her financial 
information including her bank balance and the fact that she has three savings bonds and 
five savings stamps.  She also says she will pay for her own ticket west as she only has to 
pay for the headstone at the end of the month. She notes it will cost $1.65 and the water tax 
was 9.34. 
 

As Isa/Marm prepares for the trip west, she consults Clifford on many aspects and notes how 
admiring her sisters and friends are that she is proposing to take such a trip alone.  Orpha 
will stay at the house while Isa is traveling and cook for Mac which implies that Orpha is no 
longer in West Stewartstown taking care of the children. Isa tells C & C that she expects to 
help them with setting up the new house when she arrives and she doesnôt want to be 
company.  
 

Through it all, the annual pail of maple ñsugarò gets sent west.  Isa said a pail was 3,50 and 
the express mail is 1,50 so she will not be bringing a pail in her trunk only to have it spill on 
her like Aunt Orpha experienced taking a pail to Boston.   
 

Friends hold a party for Isa just before she leaves for Montana and Miss Shannon comes to 
say goodbye.  Cora will be spending the summer with Orpha and Mac. Isa threatens to talk 
Carolyn and Clifford ñblindò and is adamant she help Carolyn settle them into the new place. 
 

After Isaôs May 28th letter bringing C & C up to date - there are no letters until Isa returns 
home to Whitefield in October.   They will be summarized in the next write up with the 1928 
letters.  
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 New Books at the Library 
Search Montana State Genealogical Library catalogue online at: mymontanalibrary.com  

 

Call Number Title Author 

929.2 STAGGER R 
A Family History: Laurent and Angele 
Gagner Staggert, Sally. 

929.2 FRITCHEY R-LC Ancestry of Margaret Ann (Fritchey) Trahan Fritchey, John 

978.6 GREATFA 1914;17-
20;22-23;27-29;31-32;36-
38;40;49-50;63;65;70; and 
1973 R-LC The Roundup.  

929.2 GILES R 
The Bradfield and James B. Abbott family 
tree and descendants Giles, Marilyn Kunz, 

979.1 REXALLE R-LC 
Willcox Cowboy Hall of Fame: biographies 
of inductees. 

 

974.8 WEINBER R-LC 
Warrants and surveys of the Province of 
Pennsylvania Weinberg, Allen. 

977.2 WATERS R Indiana land entries / Waters, Margaret R 

973/MR CLEMENS R-LC American marriage records before 1699  
 975.5 CLEMENS R-LC Virginia wills before 1799 Clemens, Wm Montgomery 

977.2 MILLER R-LC 
Home folks : a series of stories by old 
settlers of Fulton Co, Indiana Miller, Marguerite L. 

978.8 LEVINE R-LC Cripple Creek CO: city of influence Levine, Brian. 

978.6 C-DILLO 1928 R-LC The Chinook. 
 977.8 HICKMAN R History of Jackson County, Missouri / Hickman, W. Z. 

976.9 HOGAN R 
Kentucky ancestry: a guide to genealogical 
and historical research 

Hogan, Roseann 
Reinemuth. 

 
People donating books 
Amy Carlson, Ed Jasmin and Al Stoner, Helena; Grace Pike, Superior; John Andrews, Golden 
Canyon, AZ 

Library Update from our Librarian Karen Huck  
We have a new reporting program to be able to use through our Montana Shared Catalog.   Rather than 
teaching us the complicated program, the staff writes the program and we just have to choose our 
library.   This program has allowed me to run lists of our books and correct any errors that are obvious 
that we did not catch when cataloging or filing.   I have learned that we have 7267 books in our 
library.   What a wonderful collection.   Our oldest book was published in 1642 and is leather bound.    
Our publication dates earliest thru 1880 we have 1180 books, 1900-1949, 1701 books, 1950-199, 3065 
books and 2000 forward only 386 books.   Yes, for those of you that are numbers people, that adds up 
935 short which means they are annuals, city directories, etc that are published each year so have a 
blank publication date.    Computers are great, but remember many of the books have indexes in them.   
Be sure come spend some time in our library browsing and enjoying holding your ancestors history in 
your hands. 
 
We have started doing inventory with our new great lists comparing the computer catalog with what is 
on the shelves.   Some are misplaced and we even found a few that were no longer in the catalog so 
had to reinput them.   Not sure why, but computers can also have "bad hair days". 
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Using the 8870 Formula 
 

Using the 8870 formula to ascertain a birth datwe can be a tremendous help to the genealogist when 

checking obituary or tombstone dates.  If a tombstone/obituary records that a person died May 6, 1889, 

and was 71 years, 7 months and 9 days old, but no date of birth is listed, in order to correctly arrive at 

the birth date, one only has to use the 8870 formula to quickly get the date of birth rather than taking 

the time to count backward: 

 

Example:    18890506           Died May 6, 1889  

   Subtract       710709           Age at death 71 yrs, 7 months and 9 days 

                    ________ 

        18179797 

   Subtract            8870             Constant 

         ________ 

         18170927             Birth Sept 27, 1817 

 

Genealogist's Disease   

WARNING:  Genealogy Pox (Very contagious to adults) 

SYMPTOMS: Continual complaint as to need for names, dates and places.  Patient has a blank 

expression, sometimes deaf to spouse and children.  Has no taste for work of any kind, except 

feverishly looking through records at libraries and courthouses.  Has compulsion to write 

letters.  Swears at mailman when he doesn't leave mail.  Frequents strange places such as 

cemeteries, ruins, and remote, desolate county areas.  Makes secret night calls, hides phone bill 

from spouse and mumbles to self.  Has strange, faraway look in eyes.   

NO KNOWN CURE 

TREATMENT: Medication is useless.   Disease is not fatal, but gets progressively worse.  

Patient should attend genealogy workshops, subscribe to genealogical magazines and should be 

given a quiet corner of the house where he or she can be alone. 

REMARKS: The unusual nature of this disease is- the sicker the patient gets , the more he or 

she  enjoys it.   

Taken from:  Ancestors Unlimited Quarterly, publication of Southwest Nebraska Genealogical 

Society as found on Pinterest. 

 

East Helena Historical Society Book for sale 
 

The East Helena Historical Society is proud to announce the second printing of: Prickly 
Pear Junction East Helena's Heritage  Limited quantities available.  If interested do not 
hesitate - call Iris Maness at 406-227-6811 today.  Cost is $65.00\$75.00 if mailed.  
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    TERRY ATWOOD  
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    TERRY ATWOOD   


