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Please direct all queries to: Queries Committee 

Chairperson P.O. Box 5313, Helena, MT 

59604. Queries submitted by members to the 

FADED GENES for publication are free. Non-

member queries are charged $10.00 new rate effective 

12/1/2019. 

 

Direct all other correspondence to the Lewis 

& Clark County Genealogical Society, P.O. 

Box 5313, Helena, MT 59604. Please enclose 

a LSASE with the correspondence if you anticipate a 

response. 

 

This publication is indexed in the PERiodical 

Source Index published by the Allen Public County 

Library Foundation. c/o Allen County 

Public Library, P.O. Box 2270, Fort Wayne, 

IN. 

 

ADVERTISING RATES 
The advertising rate schedule for the FADED 

GENES is as follows: 

1/8 page 3 1/2”x 2 1/2”  $5.00 

1/4 page 3 l/2”x 5”  $9.00 

1/2 page 3 1/2” x 10” or 7”x5” $16.00 

Full page 7”x 10”   $30.00 

Please send appropriate copy to: Lewis & 

Clark County Genealogical Society, c/o editor, 

P.O. Box 5313. Helena, MT 59604. 

 

 

 

 

 
LIBRARIES 

 
Genealogy Library, Helena. Located in the Lewis 

and Clark Public Library.  Staffed Hours: 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 1:00-3:00 pm.  

Books are available to peruse anytime the library 

is open. 

 

Family History Center, Helena.1610 East 6th 

Avenue.  Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10:00 am to 

2:00 pm.  Entrance at the back of the LDS 

Church on west end toward the Capital.  

Telephone no. 406-443-0716 

 

Lewis & Clark Public Library, Helena, 

120 S. Last Chance Gulch. Hours: Monday-

Friday 10:00 am to 8:00 pm, Saturday and 

Sunday 11:00 am to 5:00 pm (Hours subject to 

change). 

 

Montana Historical Society Research Center, 

Helena, 

Memorial Building, Roberts & 6th Avenue. 
Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Tuesday-Friday 

(except holidays).  Temporarily closed begin Jan 

1, 2023 due to construction of new building. 

 

Montana State Library, Helena, 6th Avenue & 

Sanders. Hours: 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday- 

Friday (except holidays). 

 

 

Suggestions? 
We are always glad to hear from you! What materials 

do you want included in the newsletter? Do you have 

any family stories you wish to publish? Any and all 

suggestions and additions for this newsletter are 

appreciated. Send your suggestions to the Editor or 

any of the Officers. 

  

FADED GENES 
IS PUBLISHED FOUR 

TIMES A YEAR; 
MARCH, JUNE, 
SEPTEMBER & 

DECEMBER 
BY THE 

LEWIS & CLARK COUNTY                                                           

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
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  2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President Julie Walker          207-0755 
Vice President  
Treasurer Sandi Olsen          443-5743 
Secretary Dianne Klinski          422-0849 
Board Member     Dodie Heffner (24-26)      
Board Member Gary Wulf (25-27) 
Editor  Terry Atwood          443-4907 
Librarian Karen Huck          227-5155 
Past President Mary Pitch          443-3452 

 
 

  COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
Library Coordinator   Mary Pitch          443-3452 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Membership Dues are:$20.00 per 
individual or $25.00 per family.  Dues are 
payable by February 1

st
 of each year.  

Payment of dues prior to the third 
quarterly newsletter will ensure you 
copies of all current year newsletters.  
Organization subscription with no 
exchange is $10.00 per year.  Due to 
limited space the Society cannot accept 
newsletters with other societies but we are 
willing to still provide you our copy at no 
charge. 
 

 

MEETINGS 
Society General meetings are generally 
held the third Wednesday of each month 
at Lewis & Clark Public Library, 120 S 
Last Chance Gulch at 6pm.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

4  President Message 
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Application 
 
 

Lewis & Clark County Genealogical Society 
email address: lccgen1@gmail.com 
 
You may contact any officer through this 
address or if you have any research needs for 
Helena and the local area. 
  
You may also see more information about our 
society at our NEW website: www.lccgsmt.org 
 
Follow us on FACEBOOK - Lewis & Clark 
County Genealogy Society 
 
Montana State Genealogical Society (MSGS) 
Website: montanamsgs.org 
 
MSGS Library Catalog: 
mymontanalibrary.com  

T A B L E  

O F  

C O N T E N T S

mailto:lccgen@mtlib.org
http://www.lccgsmt.org/
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President Message 
 
 

Welcome to all of the longtime and new members of Lewis and Clark County Genealogy 

Society! March starts our new enrollment year and we’re excited about the programs we 

have planned this year. 

 

First Friday 

The first Friday of each month we gather to work on personal genealogy projects. It’s a great 

time to get help from others or help others with your special expertise. Or to just gather in 

community to work on your own projects. Watch our emails for dates and times. 

 

Finding Montana 

At our April program we’re welcoming Montana author Ednor Therriault, also known as Bob 

Wire who will share stories he’s gathered all across Montana while researching and writing 

his Montana Curiosities book series. His presentation is visual, oral, and musical! This will be 

a fun program which is sponsored by Humanities Montana. 

 

Save the Date 

The 2025 Montana State Genealogical Society Conference is September 18 - 20th in Great 

Falls at the Heritage Inn. The date was changed slightly from the first announcement so be 

sure you have it on your calendar. 

 

Julie Walker 

President 

 

 
  



5 
 

Norwegian Place Names 
Submitted by Gary Wulf 

 
On my trip to Norway last year, I was looking for the area where my great-grandfather 
Lars Olafson Olson Instenes had lived.  A map of the area showed a point of land on the 
west side of Kinsarvik bay.  Near the point was “Ystanes” and a bit south was 
“Instanes”.   A librarian in Kinsarvik’s library said that Ystanes meant outer cape and 
Instanes meant inner cape.  I did not press him for further details and embarked on a 
drive of the area, which has several other place names ending in “nes”.  It did not 
register at the time that it was very similar to “nese”, meaning nose 
. 
Looking in my Norwegian/English dictionary, I found that “nes” can mean headland or 
promontory.  In my English/Norwegian dictionary “cape” translated to “nes”.   “Inst” 
means inner or innermost.  Combining the two words results in Instnes, similar to the 
Instanes found on the map and the place-name part of my great grandfather’s surname. 
 
Since other relatives had Ystnes as part of their surnames, I tried to find “yst” in the 
dictionary.  The closest I could find was “ytre” meaning outer.  Plugging “yst” into 
Google translate on my phone produced “yuck” when translating from Norwegian to 
English.  Thinking it might be older Norsk, I tried Icelandic and got “far”, which 
corresponds closely to “outer cape” the librarian had told me.  So … some of my 
relatives lived on the outer cape (Ystanes) and others on the inner cape (Instanes.) 
 
One other language note: vik, as at the end of Kinsarvik, means small bay.  It also starts 
the word Viking. 
 
The old aerial photo is an area of fruit orchards where my great-grandfather lived.  His  
farm is somewhere in the picture. 
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A Timeline of US Public Land Acts 
Sales, Military Bounty, Preemptions, Donations and the Homestead Act 

Extracted from the article written by Kimberly Powell June 25, 2024 and found at:  
https://www.thoughtco.com/timeline-of-us-public-land-acts-1422108 
 
Updated on December 11, 2019 
 
Beginning with the Congressional Act of 16 September 1776 and the Land Ordinance of 1785, a wide 
variety of Congressional acts governed the distribution of federal land in the thirty public land states. 
Various acts opened up new territories, established the practice of offering land as compensation for 
military service, and extended preemption rights to squatters. These acts each resulted in the first 
transfer of land from the federal government to individuals. 
 
This list is not exhaustive, and does not include acts that temporarily extended the provisions of earlier 
acts, or private acts that were passed for the benefit of individuals. 
 
Timeline of U.S. Public Land Acts 
 
16 September 1776: This Congressional Act established guidelines for granting lands of 100 to 500 
acres, termed "bounty land," for those who enlisted in the Continental Army to fight in the American 
Revolution. 
 
20 May 1785: Congress enacted the first law to manage the Public Lands that resulted from the 
thirteen newly independent states agreeing to relinquish their western land claims and allow the land 
to become the joint property … 
 
10 May 1800: The Land Act of 1800, also known as the Harrison Land Act for its author William 
Henry Harrison … 
 
3 March 1801: Passage of the 1801 Act was the first of many laws passed by Congress 
giving preemption or preference rights to settlers in the Northwest Territory … 
 
3 March 1807: Congress passed a law granting preemption rights to certain settlers in Michigan 
Territory …  
 
3 March 1807: The Intrusion Act of 1807 attempted to discourage squatters … 
 
5 February 1813: The Illinois Preemption Act  
 
24 April 1820: The Land Act of 1820, also referred to as the 1820 Sale Act, reduced the price of 
federal land (at the time this applied to land in the Northwest Territory and Missouri Territory) to 
$1.25 acre, with a minimum purchase of 80 acres and a down payment of only $100. Further …  
 
4 September 1841: Following several early preemption acts, a permanent preemption law went into 
effect with the passage of the Preemption Act of 1841.  
 
27 September 1850: The Donation Land Claim Act of 1850, also called the Donation Land Act, 
provided free land to all white or mixed-blood Indigenous settlers who arrived in Oregon Territory … 
 

https://www.thoughtco.com/timeline-of-us-public-land-acts-1422108
https://www.thoughtco.com/section-township-and-range-land-records-1420632
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=lljc&fileName=005/lljc005.db&recNum=347&itemLink=D?hlaw:36:./temp/~ammem_11Eq::%230050348&linkText=1
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=002/llsl002.db&recNum=110
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=002/llsl002.db&recNum=149
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llac&fileName=016/llac016.db&recNum=636
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llac&fileName=016/llac016.db&recNum=640
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=002/llsl002.db&recNum=834
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=003/llsl003.db&recNum=607
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=005/llsl005.db&recNum=492
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=009/llsl009.db&recNum=523
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3 March 1855: – The Bounty Land Act of 1855 entitled U.S. military veterans or their survivors to 
receive a warrant or certificate which could then be redeemed in person at any federal land office for 
160 acres of federally owned land.  
 
20 May 1862: Probably the best recognized of all land acts in the United States, the Homestead 
Act was signed into law by President Abraham Lincoln on 20 May 1862.  
 

PINTEREST SAYINGS 

  
 

    
  

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=010/llsl010.db&recNum=722
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=012/llsl012.db&recNum=423
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=31
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Membership Application 
 
SOCIETY INFORMATION 
 

1. The Society meetings are usually held the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 PM in the 

large meeting room at the Lewis & Clark Library, 120 S. Last Chance Gulch. 

2. The Society has a library located at the Lewis & Clark Library which is open any time the 

library is open. Volunteers from the society are there Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday from 

1:00 to 3:00 PM to help if needed. 

3. Members can at no cost have Queries published in the society’s quarterly newsletter. 

4. The membership dues are $20.00 individual and $25.00 family per year. Membership starts in 

March and payments received after August will begin the next year. Make checks payable to 

Lewis and Clark County Genealogical Society, or LCCGS. 
 
Date: ______________________ 
 
Membership type:   __ Individual     __ Family 
 
Name: ________________________________________________ 
 
If Family membership, names of other members: _____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address(es): ______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing address: ______________________________________ 
 
       ______________________________________ 
 
Telephone number: _________________________   __ landline     __ cell phone 
 
Newsletter preference:  ___ email   ___ paper/mail 
 
Mail form and dues to: 
 
LCCGS 
P.O. Box 5313 
Helena, MT 59604 
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Lewis & Clark Co. Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 5313 
Helena, MT 59604 
  

 
                                                                                                                  FIRST CLASS 
                              FORWARD AND RETURN  
                                           POSTAGE 
                                       GUARANTEED 
                              ADDRESS CORRECTION                       TO: 
                                       REQUESTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 

SWAP AND SELL 
 
This section in the newsletter is for the listing of genealogical items such as city directories, school 
annuals, any books, newsletters, etc. that are no longer needed or that you might have duplicates of, 
either to trade for similar items or sell.  We reserve this privilege for our membership and those 
societies that we exchange newsletters with at no cost of listing.  We need to receive the information 
you wish to have published at least one month prior to our publishing date. 
 


